
Dear Saint Pius X School Families, 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding as Fr. Bill Schooler, the school administrative 
team, and I have continued to prayerfully determine the best plan for opening the 2020-2021 
school year.  Before I go into the details of the updates to the Back to School calendar and plan, 
I am asking you all to revisit our school mission statement: 
 

Saint Pius X Catholic School partners with the parish community to provide a safe and 
effective learning environment, anchored in the Gospel Values, fostering spiritual 
development, academic excellence and stewardship, centered on the Eucharist. 

 
As we look toward the 2020-2021 school year, the words of our school mission statement have 
never been more important. We are called, in a unique way this year, to heed Christ’s call to 
love our neighbors through the sacrifices we must make to maintain a “safe and effective 
learning environment” and through our conscious efforts to foster communities of faith, hope, 
and love both in-person and virtually.  
 
Our partnership with you is critical to the success of providing a “safe and effective learning 
environment”, both in-person and virtually.  We trust you to support us, to help us, and to do 
your part in implementing the Back to School Plan procedures for the safety of all. 
 
Recently, a letter from the Diocese of Fort-Wayne South Bend School Superintendent was sent 
to all Catholic school families, specifically stating: 
 

“...pastors, in collaboration with their principals, will decide how best to begin the school 
year, whether that is in-person classes, a hybrid model, or virtual learning.” So, we 
immediately got to work and spent the day Monday evaluating information and factors. 

 
An emergency School Board meeting was held virtually last night to review the changes we 
proposed to the Plan. With feedback from the Board and approval by Fr. Bill Schooler and Fr. 
Nathan Maskal, the following updates will be made to begin the 2020-2021 school-year. 
 
 
OPENING IN-PERSON WITH VIRTUAL OPTION 
 
After careful consideration and evaluation of information available at this time, we have made 
the decision to continue with our plan to safely re-open for in-person instruction with a virtual 
option for parents who do not feel comfortable sending their children to the building. 
 
 
DELAYED FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 
Preschool 
August 25: first day for preschool 
 
 
Kindergarten through Grade Five 
August 20, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.: welcoming day for in-person students, grades 3-5 
August 21, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.: welcoming day for in-person students, grades k-2 
August 24: first full day in person and virtual option students in grades k-5* 
*instruction will then be five days a week following the in-person or virtual classroom option 



Middle School (Grades six through eight) 
August 24-September 4*: Middle school students will begin the year in a hybrid model 
(please review the attachment for additional details) 
 
September 8:  Full time in-person or virtual option instruction will begin for middle school 
students 
 
*A separate middle school communication explaining the first two weeks in detail will be sent in 
the coming days. 
 
Note: All communication between teachers, parents, and students will be conducted via virtual 
format prior to the first day. 
 
I would like to stress the importance of reviewing the attached update to the Back to School 
Plan, as it contains critical information regarding the start of school. Commonly asked questions 
are also addressed in this update, including: 
 
How will SPX decide if in-person instruction remains a safe option? 
What are virtual and hybrid learning models?  
 
I understand the importance of having direct communication with you to answer your questions 
and address your concerns. Now that we have a firm plan in place, I will soon provide 
information on an upcoming virtual presentation for the entire school community. 
 
 
Until then I continue to pray for the health and safety of all of you and all of us at Saint Pius. 
Elaine Holmes 


